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be elastic, not unduly costly, and above all suited to local con-
ditions, with co-operation between different sections of the people
themselves and between the people and the Government. Our
difficulties are not incapable of solution, and I am inspired with
confidence by the knowledge that the resolution of your leading
men and fortitude of your people are ranged on the side of the
Government in our efforts to meet the problem. We may
also take encouragement from the fact that the conclusion
of what I trust may prove a lasting peace with Afghanistan has
put a new complexion on some aspects of frontier affairs.

The generous references which you made to my efforts to
ensure the success of the Reforms Scheme, and a settlement of
the vexed question relating to the Treaty of Sevres, have given
me deep gratification. As regards the application of the former
to your Province, it would not be right for me to say anything here.
The whole matter is shortly to be considered by a committee
whose recommendations will command the most earnest atten-
tion. You may lay your views fully and frankly before them.
As regards the revision of the Treaty of Sevres I have,
as you are aware, let no opportunity pass of placing
before His Majesty's Government the demands made
by responsible Moslem opinion in India and of urging
that the fullest consideration should be given to their
sentiments in the settlement of these problems. I shall
not fail to convey to Mr. Montagu your regret at his resigna-
tion, and your expressions of appreciation and gratitude for his
efforts on behalf of the Moslems of India. My own views have
already been publicly stated. I deeply value the tribute paid
by you, the representatives of a pre-eminently Mahomedan
Province, renowned as a stronghold of Islamic traditions, to my
endeavours to help the Moslems of India in the trouble which
the Great War brought in its train for them. I have always
cherished it as my privilege and recognized it as my patent
duty to impress the views of responsible Moslem opinion in India
upon His Majesty's Government. I am now ftdly acquainted
with the views of His Majesty's Government upon recent events,
and I am sure you will be glad to know that no question has
arisen between His Majesty's Government and me, as Viceroy,
or my Government regarding the propriety of either my own
or my Governments* action in this or in any respect. Let me
say that I take the fullest responsibility for the telegram sent,
not only because I am the head of the Government of India,
but because the proposal originated with me. I have also had